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* Specification of Letters Patent:
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To aZZ whom % mag/ concern: v

Be it known that I, CHARLES L. Pass-
MORE, g citizen of the Umted States, resid-
ing  at Prophetstown, in the county of
Whiteside and State of Illinois, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments i Shoe—Stretchlno Devices, of which
the following is a spec1ﬁcat10n ,

This invention relates to shoe stretchers
and particularly to. devices of sensitive and
accurately adjustable character which may

be. employed - to .stretch: particular. portions . -
of shoes to relieve pressme upon certain .-

portions of the foot.

It is an object of the invention to make a
shoe stretcher of the character described
which is adapted to remain when set in
position to produce a particular stretching
effect upon the shoe, so that the stretcher
can be adjusted to stretch the shoe to just
the amount desired, and left in the shoe
until the leather has had time to respond
adequately to the stretching effect. It is a
further object of the invention to make a
device of the character described, in which
the amount of pressure commumcated to the
shoe can be felt by the operator of ‘the
stretching device, who in operating the de-
vice soon learns just how much pressure to
bring to bear to get the desired results
without straining the leather unduly.
Further objects and advantages of the in-
vention will appear as the description pro-
ceeds.

In the drawings:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the in-
vention in its preferred form.

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the invention
showmg the method of operation thereof.

The device comprises a substantial
U-shaped member having a curved arm 1,
adapted to go inside the shoe, a preferably
straight arm 2 overlying the curved arm 1,

‘and adapted to carry the device for opemt—

ing outside the shoe. Arm 1isprovided with
an enlarged head 3 and pivotally mounted at
the bottom of the U-shaped frame is an arm
4, terminating in a ring 5, the ring 5 and en-
largement 3 cooperatmg on opposite sides
of the leather to stretch a particular part
of the shoe. Pivotally mounted upon the
arm 2 is a cam element 6, provided with an
operating handle 7, the cam element 6 bear-
ing directly upon the pivotally mounted
arm 4. A spring 8 tends to draw up the arm
4 and cause the same to follow the cam 6

at all times. In operation the device -is
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grasped by the arm 2, the hand mcludmg in

its grip the lever arm 7. The arm 1 is then
placed -inside the shoe, and the operator
feels for the particular spot he wishes to

;stretch with the enlarged head 5, which can
be either seen or felt in passmg over the

inside of the shoe.” When the enlargement 3
is located in the desired spot pressure is ap-

;phed. to the lever arm 7, which causes the

ring 5 to forcibly descend, pressing the lever

Adownward and: over- the enlargement .3,

stretching it to the desired extent.

It is to be particularly noted from the
figuration of the cam 6 that the device will
remain in any position in which it is set;

thus the leather can be stretched as much as

desired, and the operating handle released,

after which the device will remain set in the

position into which it was forced, allowing
the leather to permanently set w1thout un-
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due strain. The hand manipulation of the

device is important also, for the reason that

it makes it possible for an experienced op-

80

erator to feel the pressure being communi- -

cated to the leather, so that danger of strain-
ing or tearing the leather can be prevented.
Having now deseribed my mventlon, I
claim :—
1. An apparatus of the class descrlbed an

~arm adapted to be placed within the shoe,

codperating member adapted to -codperate
with said arm from outside said shoe to
stretch a portion of the same, a pivoted
arm having means operatively associated
therewith to operate upon said member to
press it against. the shoe upon the operation
of said pivoted arm, said means being pro-
vided with an irregularly curved surface

whereby it will positively lock said codp--

erating member in any one of a plurality of
positions against the shoe to adjust and
maintain the stretching pressure as desired.

2.-An apparatus of the class described, a
U-shaped frame, one branch of which is
adapted to be placed within the shoe, a
member pivoted on said frame and haVing
a portion adapted to colperate in stretch-
ing a portion of the shoe, a pivoted arm
mounted on the second branch of said
U-shaped frame, and a cam between said
pivoted arm and said pivoted member, said
cam being operatively associated with said
arm and adapted to be operated by the
same whereby to press the pivoted member
against the shoe.
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3. An qppamtus of the class descubed, a
U-shaped frame, one branch of which is
adapted to be placed within the shoe, a
member pivoted on said frame and havmd
a portion adapted to cobperate in stretching
a, portion of the shoe, an arm mounted on
the second branch of said U- shaped frame,
a cam between said arm and said piveted
member, said cam being operatively asso-
ciated with gaid Arm and adapted to beé op-

erated ‘thereby to press upon the pivoted

member, and means to ¢ause said pivoted
Membér to remain in contact with said
cam, said cam being so designed as to auto-

stretching paits of the device in any one of

a plurality of shoe stretching: positions.

4. An apparatus of the class ‘described,
4 frame ¢omprising two arms  onte of which
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is adapted to be placed within a shoe, a co-
operating member adapted to cooperate
fiom outside with the arm inside the shoe
to streteh a portion of same, a pivoted arm
on the other of said two arms, and means

operatively associated with the inner end of

sald pivoted arm for positively locking
said cooperatmo member in any one of a
plurality of positions against the shoe to
adjust and maintain the stletchmg pres-

‘sure as desired.

Tn witness whereof, 1 herelmto subscribe

my naime to this spemﬁcatmn in the presence
“of two withesses. ’
’nmtlcally maintain “the ‘codperating shoe -

~CHARLES LEWIS PASSMORE.

Witnesses:
-Ricmarp G RO'I‘H, ‘
Gr S AYLSWORTH

‘Copies of ‘bhxs patent may be obtamed for five cents eaclfx by addressmg the “Eommissioner o*’ Patents,
Washmgtoa, -D,'¢.” .
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